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go to war This opinion was by no means confined to the Opposition Rouher and the Conservatives were equally dear that under any circumstances an attempt to draw the South German States into the Hohenzollern net would be a cams belk.
M Olhvier drew a distinction As a champion of the doctrine of nationalities he could not consistently oppose the unification of Germany if it were accomplished by the free act of the German people In his view the principle of nationalities was sacred, and the balance of power was not He would fight to protect the South Germans from Prussian coercion, but he thought it both wrong and futile to oppose a spontaneous union of North and South, even if such a union should change the European balance unfavoui ably to France But these views were sparsely held. Neither Daru nor Gramont, who successively reigned at the Foreign Office during the Ollivier Ministry, agreed on this point with their chef de cabinet M. Ollivier, however, was not the man to dissemble his opinions, and having arranged for their publication in the Kolmsche Zeitung (March 13 and 34,1870), was satisfied that his pacific intentions were known to the German public.
The Liberal Cabinet came into power on December 47,1869, and almost at once began to make cautious and secret advances to Prussia through English channels with a view to mutual disarmament. Daru told Lord Clarendon that France was willing to take the initiative with a reduction of ten thousand men on hei annual contingent; but Bismarck would not listen for a moment to this kind of palaver. He said that the Tsar's health was uncertain, that he could not count on the Tsarevitcb, and that the North German confederation might find itself confronted with an alliance between Russia, Austria, and the South German States. The project dropped, and early in May 1870 M Ollivier heard from Benedetti, the French ambassador in Berlin, that Prussia would be impelled by the pressure of the smaller Northern States to annex the South as soon as she could do it with impunity. Nevertheless, M. Olhvier persisted in believing that the peace could be kept and that a struggle with Prussia did not enter into the schemes of